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men, women, and children of every back-
ground yearly. Maria Gomez molded the mis-
sion of Mary’s Center into a model wrap-
around non-profit to improve the futures of our
Hispanic residents through the delivery of
health care, education and social services.

Maria Gomez's has received numerous
awards for work at Mary’s Center. Among her
awards are recognition in Washingtonian Mag-
azine as one of the 45 individuals who shaped
Washington, D.C. between 1965 and 2010, a
Washington Post Award for Excellence in
Nonprofit Management, and a Champions of
Choice Award from Planned Parenthood of
Metropolitan Washington. She also has been
singled out by the federal Health Resources
and Services Administration for her excellent
leadership in providing access to care for
Latino women and children.

Mr. Speaker, in this first month of the D.C.
Health Benefit Exchange, it is appropriate to
note that Mary’s Center is a neighborhood
Health Exchange Assister, a natural role for a
leadership organization and for a leader
whose career exemplifies offering health care
to D.C. residents. | ask my colleagues to join
me honoring Maria Gomez for her work in
health care and her excellence in providing
other services to the people of the District of
Columbia.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for
votes yesterday. Had | been present, | would
have voted “nay” on rollcall vote 527 and
“nay” on rollcall vote 528, final passage of
H.J. Res. 77, the Food and Drug Safety Act.

The Republican piecemeal bills to fund only
select governmental entities leave the Amer-
ican public without the critical services in food
safety, public health, and consumer protec-
tions. This bill fails to fund the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, the Consumer
Product Safety Commission, and the Federal
Trade Commission, which work alongside the
Food and Drug Administration to ensure food
safety and public health. However, | stand
ready to vote for a clean continuing resolution
to end the Republican Shutdown and fund the
entire federal government.

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY OF PRS, INC.

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate PRS, Inc. on its 50th anniver-
sary and to recognize PRS for assisting thou-
sands of individuals with mental illness, sub-
stance use disorders, mild intellectual disabil-
ities, and autism spectrum disorders achieve
personal wellness and play productive roles in
the community.

PRS provides critical services to people liv-
ing with severe mental illnesses such as
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schizophrenia, bi-polar disorder, major depres-
sion, intellectual disabilities, substance use
disorders, or pervasive developmental dis-
orders. Through innovative service delivery
and programs, PRS can quickly assess the
needs of an individual and implement services
such as counseling, interpersonal skills train-
ing, vocational assistance, substance abuse
services, and community housing. Thanks to
the support offered by PRS, clients can and
do increase their independence and self-suffi-
ciency, allowing them to take critical steps to-
ward leading strong and fulfilling lives.

Originally known as The Social Center, this
institution began in 1963 in the basement of a
church as a social program to assist recently
discharged patients from Western State Hos-
pital in Staunton, VA. Formally incorporated in
1970, by 1974 the Social Center had grown to
serve more than 300 individuals at three loca-
tions with a staff of 18. By 1989, the agency
was providing a range of rehabilitative skill
training and support services including voca-
tional, educational, case management, rec-
reational and other services. In 1992, PRS
opened the Reston-Faraday Clubhouse and
between 1994 and 2002, opened five residen-
tial facilities for clients who need full-time, in-
tensive support.

PRS Community Support Services helps
people develop skills necessary to remain in
their homes and out of the psychiatric hospital.
In FY2013, 100% of the clients in that pro-
gram maintained their homes and avoided
eviction. The PRS Recovery Academy pro-
vides a curriculum-based day program that
helps clients in the early stages of recovery
master the essential skills of daily living and
begin working toward their recovery and com-
munity integration goals. Over the years, PRS
Employment Services has grown from serving
just over 200 clients in 2000 to 502 in 2013,
89% of whom retained employment for 12
months or longer.

In 2011, PRS expanded the populations
served to include persons with emotional and/
or behavioral disorders irrespective of a diag-
nosis of mental illness. Thus, PRS began pro-
viding services to individuals with mild intellec-
tual disabilities, substance use disorders and
pervasive developmental disorders, including
autism. All told, PRS served 920 individuals in
FY2013 and 98% of them stayed out of the
hospital.

PRS reached some other very significant
milestones in 2013 by earning an Honorable
Mention in the 2013 Washington Post Award
for Excellence in Non-Profit Management, by
being named one of the 50 Best Nonprofits to
Work For in the United States by The Non-
Profit Times for a third year in a row, and by
opening its doors for the first time in the Dis-
trict of Columbia with the DC Recovery Acad-
emy.

I\%r. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing PRS for 50 years of service and
for its commitment to ensuring that every per-
son has the right to live in dignity.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
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fice, the national debt
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,747,429,285,635.12. We've
added $6,120,552,236,722.04 to our debt in 4
years. This is $6.1 trillion in debt our nation,
our economy, and our children could have

avoided with a balanced budget amendment.

was

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
528, Making continuing appropriations for the
Food and Drug Administration for fiscal year
2014, and for other purposes, | was unable to
vote. Had | been present, | would have voted
“vea.”

RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FAIRFAX COUNTY
PLANNING COMMISSION

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 8, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the
Fairfax County Planning Commission.

The mission of the Fairfax County Planning
Commission is to advise the Board of Super-
visors on all matters related to the orderly
growth and development of Fairfax County.
This includes stewarding of the comprehen-
sive plan for the physical development of the
County, amending zoning and subdivision or-
dinances, and reviewing specific project pro-
posals. The Planning Commission also pro-
vides citizens with an opportunity to provide
input and contribute to matters involving devel-
opment in and around their communities.

When the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors unanimously voted to establish a Plan-
ning Commission in July 1938, the County had
a population of about 40,000 people. The
original five members were appointed based
on the land-use interest they would represent,
such as farmers, townspeople, commercial,
and industrial interests. Commissioners met in
closed sessions and did not record minutes
until 1941. Today, Fairfax County has a popu-
lation of approximately 1.1 million and the
Planning Commission consists of twelve vol-
unteer members—one for each of the nine su-
pervisory districts and three who serve the
County at large. They meet weekly in public
sessions that can be viewed online anywhere
in the world. Additionally, commissioners form
subcommittees as needed to focus on specific
topics such as parks, transportation, housing,
and the environment.

For much of its first 75 years, the Planning
Commission shepherded the County’s trans-
formation from a predominantly rural area to
one dominated by sprawling suburbs and job
centers. The transportation patterns were in-
dicative of this; people travelled into Wash-
ington, D.C., for their jobs and back home to
Fairfax County. This landscape began chang-
ing as more and more corporations, especially
technology companies, relocated their cor-
porate headquarters or opened large offices in
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